PAIVA NETTO writes “ Women Citizens”

UN and the
empowerment

of Women
towards the strengthening of families
Priority — Women are directly beneited from the
majority of the socioeducational programs of the
Legion of Good Will.
Success stories — The experience of women who have
overcome poverty, hunger, abandonment, domestic
violence and low self-esteem with the help of the LGW.

LEGION OF GOOD WILL: Brazilian philanthropic association with general consultative status at the United Nations
Economic and Social Council submits its recommendations to the authorities participating in the 56th session of the
Commission on the Status of Women, from February 27 to March 9, 2012, at the UN Headquarters, in New York/USA.

Legion of Good Will
62 years

JUNTO COM
A CONTA DE
ENERGIA,
VEM MAIS
CIDADANIA.
A Tarifa Social de Energia Elétrica é um benefício
para famílias de baixa renda. O programa,
estabelecido por Lei Federal, gera descontos de
até 65% na conta de energia.
Uma economia que contribui para inclusão
social e sustentabilidade das comunidades de
baixo poder aquisitivo.
Para mais informações sobre a Tarifa Social, ligue
para 0800 081 3217 ou acesse www.celpe.com.br.
É a Celpe trabalhando para oferecer mais
cidadania aos seus clientes.

SUMMARY

PaIva nettO’s Message

Women
Citizens

6

get tO knOw the lgw

12

For a better world
and a happier
Humanity

lgw at the Un

Education to transform
the planet

32

24

OPInIOn

32

Social inclusion
through quality
education
By Suelí Periotto

sUccess stOrIes

38
4

GOOD WILL Women

Opportunity and
transformation

acknOwledgMents

Active and
solidary women

54

A THOUGHT OF GOOD WILL

The Soul of Humanity
Women
Non-political and non-partisan magazine
of Ecumenical Spirituality.
Special edition — 02/20/2012

GOOD WILL Women magazine is a publication
of the Legion of Good Will, edited by Elevação
Publishing House. Registered under number 18166
in book “B” of the 9th Titles and Documents Notary
and Register Ofice of São Paulo/SP (Brazil).
Director

anD

responsible

publisher:

Francisco de Assis Periotto — MTE/DRTE/RJ
19.916 JP
general coorDination: Gerdeilson Botelho

and Rodrigo de Oliveira
superintenDency of Marketing anD
coMMunication: Gizelle Tonin de Almeida
elevação staff: Adriane Schirmer, Allison Bello,
Ana Paula de Oliveira, Andrea Leone, Angélica
Periotto, Bettina Lopez, Cida Linares, Diego
Ciusz, Eduarda Pereira, Felipe Duarte, Jefferson
Rodrigues, Laura Leone, Leila Marco, Letícia Rio,
Luci Teixeira, Maria Aparecida da Silva, Maria
Albuquerque, Mariane de Oliveira, Mário Augusto
Brandão, Natália Lombardi, Neuza Alves, Raquel
Bertolin, Rosana Bertolin, Roseli Garcia, Silvana
Bosso, Silvia Fernanda Bovino, Walter Periotto and
Wanderly Albieri Baptista.
cover: Helen Winkler
project: Helen Winkler
layout Design: Felipe Tonin, Helen Winkler and

For the occasion of International Women’s Day
(March 8), I would like to pay a special homage to the
valorous Women, brave champions, whether famous
or anonymous, who build a more fraternal world every
day. But in the Legion of Good Will all the women of
real goodwill are praised daily. We find their example
of courage in the Gospel of Christ, according to John
19:25. This passage reports the support Jesus received
from women who were solely accompanied by the
Beloved Disciple* at the moment He was to be crucified:
“Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his Mother, his
mother’s sister, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the wife of
Cleophas.”
These true heroines, in the depth of pain, did not
abandon Him, firmly remaining by His side, in a
demonstration of outstanding bravery.
No movement, whether social, political or religious,
can decisively make progress without having the support
of women, both in public and private spheres. History
has many evidences of this.

Kátia Borba

Paiva Netto

printeD by: Mundial Gráica
cover photo: Shutterstock.com
Mailing aDDress: Rua Doraci, 90 • Bom Retiro

• CEP 01134-050 • São Paulo/SP • Brazil • Tel:
(+5511) 3225-4957 • Postal Box 13.849 • CEP
01216-970 • Website: www.boavontade.com /
e-mail: info@boavontade.com
the gooD Will Women magazine does not
take any responsibility for the information and
opinions in its signed articles.

The LGW
on the Internet

Extract from the article “Women in the Repair of Nations” by writer Paiva
Netto, published in the irst issue of the GOOD WILL Women magazine
(2005), paying homage to all women, who are the mainstay of all nations.

* beloved Disciple — This is how John the Evangelist, one of the 12 Apostles of Christ, was known as.
He was the only one who accompanied Jesus until His cruciixion, standing beside Mary and the other
women, occasion on which the Divine Master entrusted him with the task of taking care of His Mother.

www.legionofgoodwill.org

Twitter: @_goodwill

Facebook: Legionofgoodwill

Youtube: Goodwillportal
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Paiva Netto

T

he future of the world depends essentially on the
magnanimity of its women. We have extraordinary
examples in every country, from those women who
are under the spotlights to the simplest ones, beginning
with the humblest of mothers. Here I
take the opportunity to exalt the greatness
of a confectioner from the hinterland
of the Brazilian state of Goiás and
eminent poetess*1 Cora Coralina (18891985). With only primary education, she
Cora Coralina
published her irst book at the age of
75. Her face is portrayed in the panel The
Evolution of Humanity in the Noble Hall of the Temple of
Good Will, located in Brasília/DF, Brazil. Cora once said:
“Happy is the person who transfers what he knows
and learns what he teaches.”
It is the talent of well-educated and spiritualized people
that transforms poverty into wealth! The wealth of a
*1 cora coralina (1889-1985) — Pseudonym used by Ana Lins dos Guimarães
Peixoto Bretas, born in the city of Goiás/GO (also known as Goiás Velho), Brazil.
With only primary education, she began writing her irst texts while still an adolescent and publishing them in local newspapers. A simple woman, she worked as a
confectioner for more than twenty years and embraced the occupation of poetess.
As a writer she received several awards and in 1983 she was honored with the title
Doctor Honoris Causa by the Federal University of Goiás.
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João Preda

“It is the talent of
well-educated and
spiritualized people that
transforms poverty into
wealth! the wealth of a
country lies first in the
solidary heart and in the
enlightened conscience
of its people.”

José de Paiva Netto,
writer, journalist, radio
broadcaster, composer and
poet, was born on March 2,
1941, in Rio de Janeiro/RJ
(Brazil). He is the President
of the Legion of Good Will
(LGW), effective member
of the Brazilian Press
Association (ABI), of the
Brazilian International Press
Association (ABI-Inter),
of the National Federation
of Journalists (FENAJ), of the International Federation of
Journalists (IFJ), of the Union of Professional Journalists
of the State of Rio de Janeiro, of the Union of Writers of Rio
de Janeiro, of the Union of Radio Broadcasters of Rio de
Janeiro, and of the Brazilian Union of Composers (UBC). He
is also a member of the Academy of Letters of Central Brazil.

(2)

(5)

country lies irst in the
solidary heart and in the
enlightened conscience
of its people. Creative
capacity is based on these
aspects. It is like that in
Benjamin Franklin
all nations.

A long time ago Benjamin Franklin
(1706-1790) stated that:
“True wisdom consists of promoting
Humanity’s well-being.”

Much can be learned from
others

(6)

(4)

(7)

journalist resident
in Brazil Paulo
Parisi Rappoccio
and reproduced in
the Globalization
of Fraternal Love *2 Paulo Parisi Rappoccio
magazine, never has
it been so indispensable as now to unite
efforts in the struggle against hunger and
for the preservation of life on the planet.
It is imperative to take advantage of the
endeavour of all, environmentalists or
not, workers, entrepreneurs, economists,
media professionals, union leaders,
politicians, soldiers, lawyers, scientists,
religious, skeptics, atheists, philosophers,
sociologists, anthropologists, artists,
André Fernandes

As I afirmed in 1981 to the Italian

(3)

Vivian R. Ferreira

(1)

Archive GW

The paintings on the right
comprise the panel The
Evolution of Humanity
in the Noble Hall of the
Temple of Good Will. The
panel is an homage to
various personalities,
including women who
entered history for their
outstanding efforts
in favor of spiritual
and human progress.
Represented here are: (1)
the Virgin Mary, Mother
of Jesus, the Ecumenical
Christ; (2) Eleanor
Roosevelt, American
diplomat and political
activist; (3) Marie Curie,
Polish physicist, Nobel
Prize in Physics (1903)
and Chemistry (1911);
(4) Joan of Arc, French
saint and heroine; (5)
Florence Nightingale,
British nurse, considered
the founder of modern
nursing; (6) Fernanda
Montenegro, awardwinning Brazilian actress;
and (7) Mother Teresa
of Calcutta, Catholic
missionary born in the city
of Skopje, Macedonia.

Photos: Reproduction GW
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The Temple of Good Will,
acclaimed by the people as
one of the Seven Wonders
of Brasília/DF, keeps its
doors open 24 hours a day
and is located at SGAS
915, Lots 75 and 76, in the
federal capital of Brazil.
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MEMORABLE DAY

“Once you’ve been in space, you
appreciate how small and fragile the
Earth is.”

President Dilma Rousseff
opens UN session

The subject has become dramatic and
its prospects tragic. For the same reason,
it is urgent to strengthen an Ecumenism
that crosses barriers, appeases hatred,
promotes an exchange of experience that
instigates global creativity, corroborating
the value of socio-humanitarian
cooperation among partnerships as in
popular cooperatives where women are
strongly present, highlighting the fact
that they are completely against waste.
*2 globalization of fraternal love —
Publication distributed by the Legion
of Good Will to the heads of state,
high commissioners, private sector
and civil society representatives
from more than 100 countries
gathered at the UN for the 2007
High-Level Segment of the United
Nations Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC), in which the
LGW has general consultative
status. The event took place at
the Palais des Nations, ofice
of the organization in Geneva
(Switzerland), from July 2 to 5
on that same year (2007).

Roberto Stuckert Filho
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actors, sportspeople,
teachers, professors,
doctors, students (or not
— even if we desire that
all receive schooling),
housewives, heads of
Valentina Tereshkova
households, barbers
and hairdressers, manicurists, taxi drivers,
street sweepers, among other segments of
society.
The irst woman to go to space (1963),
Russian cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova,
summarized in one phrase much about the
seriousness of the situation we are facing with
regard to the problem of global warming:

On September 21, 2011, the President of Brazil, dilma
rousseff, gave the opening speech at the UN General Assembly,
becoming the first woman to open the event. Traditionally, Brazil
has the honor of opening the annual session. In her address
she exposed her country’s concerns regarding the international
economic equilibrium, social development, human rights, and
issues regarding the environment, emphasizing the female role in
building a more just world.
“For the first time in the history of the United Nations,
a female voice opens the General Debate. It is the voice of
democracy and equality. (…) I share this feeling with over half
of the human beings on this planet who, like myself, were born
women (...). In Portuguese, words such as life, soul and hope
are feminine nouns.
“ (...) I feel that here today, I represent all the women of the
world. The nameless women, those who starve and cannot feed
their children. Those who are wracked by illness and cannot
receive treatment. Those who suffer violence and who are
discriminated in their jobs, their societies, and their family life.
Those who labor in the home to raise future generations. I add
my voice to those of the women who dared to struggle, who dared
to participate in politics and in the workforce, and who forged
the political space without which I could not stand here today.
As a woman who was tortured in prison, I know how important
the values of democracy, justice, human rights and liberty are,”
President Dilma declared extremely moved.

GOOD WILL Women

9

Archive GW

PAIVA NETTO’S MESSAGE

Archive GW

Simone de Beauvoir

There is a lot to learn from each other.
The opposite of that is undoubtedly the
path of violence, brutality, wars, which
have invaded homes around the globe.
Alziro Zarur (1914-1979), late founder
of the Legion of Good Will, noted that
battles for Good require bravery. Simone
de Beauvoir (1908-1986), French writer,
philosopher and feminist, got it right in
emphasizing that:
“All success involves sacriice.”

Alziro Zarur

Summarizing: Every time we

overcome arrogance and prejudice, there
shall always be something fair and good
to assimilate from the components of this
great “Noah’s Ark”, which is the globalized
world today. That is the reason why we
recommend the union of all people for the
good of all, since we share a single home:
the Earth. The abuses of its inhabitants
have been demanding an imperative
measure: either we seek integration or
we will head towards disintegration (...).
That is why we should strategically work
in partnerships that promote effective
prosperity for the popular masses.

Tribute to Wangari Maathai

Divulgation

Wangari
Maathai

Since the debates at the 56th session of
the Commission on the Status of Women
are centered around the theme “The
empowerment of rural women and their
role in poverty and hunger eradication,
development and current challenges”,
nothing better than to reproduce here a fair
homage that we offered to the great activist
Wangari Maathai (1940-2011) – while
still alive –, a symbol of peace,
democracy and environmental
protection, in the March 2009
edition of the GOOD WILL
Women magazine:
In Kenya, trees have become
a symbol of ight for democracy,
Peace and preservation of
the African culture. This is
thanks to the work of Wangari
Maathai, elected the “Woman
of the Year” in 1983. Born in
the district of Nyeri on April
1, 1940, she transformed into
reality what seemed utopia to
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the Kenyan nation: the improvement of their
quality of life. By spending her childhood
in direct contact with Nature, as time went
by she perceived the destruction of the
biodiversity and reduction in the capacity of
the forests to conserve water, due to the poor
administration of resources and invasion of
the green areas by commercial plantations,
in this way making survival dificult in her
country.
Graduated in Biological Sciences
from the Mount St. Scholastica College,
in Kansas (USA), with a Master’s degree
from the University of Pittsburgh (USA),
Wangari was the irst woman in East and
Central Africa to pursue doctoral studies,
obtaining a Ph.D. degree in 1971 from the
University of Nairobi. And it was in this
University that she lectured on veterinary
anatomy, becoming chair of the department
on this subject in 1976 — a position never
occupied by a woman before.
In the same year (1976), she started
having an active role in the National Council
of Women of Kenya. From this work, in

Lisa Merton

Ariel Poster

1977 she started the Green Belt Movement.
The women, responsible for supplying their
family’s basic needs, were the irst ones to
perceive the environmental damages and
began facing great dificulties in fulilling
their social functions due to the shortage of
food. Upon noticing this, the 1989 “Woman
of the World” was not intimidated before
the challenge of changing the history of
events, making her the irst African woman
to receive the Nobel Peace Prize, in 2004, for
her contribution to sustainable development,
democracy and Peace.
In almost 30 years of work, Wangari
Maathai and the Green Belt Movement not
only helped the women of their nation to
plant 30 million trees—which provided fuel,
food, shelter, employment and improvement
of the soil and of the hydrographic basins,
thus reducing poverty, solving environmental
problems and meeting the fundamental
needs of the families—, but also showed
themselves capable of transforming the
sense of inferiority rooted in the population,
raising the self-esteem of their compatriots.

The Green Belt Movement cares
for the African cultural heritage, and
for that reason it seeks to maintain its
traditions, respects the biodiversity of
each region and collaborates to preserve
the indigenous seeds and medicinal plants.
In 2002, members of this movement,
civil society organizations and the Kenyan
nation were capable of instituting a
pacific transition for a democratic
government. In the same year, Professor
Maathai was elected to Parliament with
an overwhelming 98% of the votes. After
that, she was appointed Assistant Minister
for Environment, Natural Resources and
Wildlife in Kenya’s ninth Parliament, a
post she held until 2007. She joined the
ight to put an end to external debt of poor
countries to the paciic militancy for the
recovery of the forest.

Wangari Maathai
(above) founded
the Green Belt
Movement in 1977.
The initiative
raised ecological
awareness among
Kenyan women and
since then more
than 30 million
trees have been
planted in her
country.

To the Eternal Spirit of this notable
activist, wherever she may be, since
the dead do not die, we send our most
positive energy.
GOOD WILL Women
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André Fernandes

The LGW’s José de Paiva Netto Educational Institute in São Paulo/SP (Brazil),
demonstrates that quality Education, Solidarity and the indispensable
Ecumenical Spirituality are the effective keys of the Pedagogy of Affection and
the Ecumenical Citizen Pedagogy, created by Paiva Netto. On the Institute’s
façade, the Organization’s president requested that the following quote by
Aristotle be put: “All who have meditated on the art of governing Humankind
have been convinced that the fate of empires depends on the education of youth.”

For a

better world
and a happier

Humanity

GET TO KNOW THE LGW

Rio de
Janeiro/RJ

Diogo Franco
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João Miguel
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Vivian R. Ferreira

Cities of
Brazil

F

or over six decades, the Legion
of Good Will has been present
in more than 70 Brazilian cities
and has autonomous units in other
six countries: Argentina, Bolivia,
Paraguay, Portugal, the United States
and Uruguay, consolidating itself as one
of the largest humanitarian movements
on the Planet.
The LGW is internationally
acknowledged for the work carried out
in its socio-educational units and for
its awareness campaigns and social
mobilizations—carried out with the
differential of Education with Ecumenical
Spirituality, as you, our dear reader, will
notice in the following pages.
It is a gigantic operation inanced by
donations from individuals and multistakeholder partnerships. This has been
made possible thanks to the Organization’s
credibility, achieved through transparent
management and proven results.
Only in 2011, more than 9.4 million
services and beneits were provided to
families living in vulnerable situations in
Brazil. This vocation to serve and celebrate
Life is present in all the triumphant stories
of children, adolescents, young people,
adults, and the elderly who have been
cared for by the LGW.

A Commitment to Education
SP

Belém/PA

J

Cabo Frio/R
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João
Pessoa/PB
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Rafael Bruno

Campinas/

Since its foundation on January 1,
1950 (World Peace Day) by poet and
radio broadcaster Alziro Zarur (19141979) in Rio de Janeiro/RJ (Brazil), the
LGW has been expanding the reach of
its programs focused on giving total
support to the Human Being, aside from
strengthening its work in favor of the
sustainable development of nations.
When journalist and writer José de
Paiva Netto took over the presidency

Archive GW

Archive GW

USA

Archive GW

Portugal

André Fernandes

Bolivia

Archive GW

Brazil

The Mission
of the LGW

Paraguay

Archive GW

To Promote Education and
Culture with Ecumenical
Spirituality, so there may be
Food, Security, Health and
Work for everyone, in the
formation of the Planetary
Citizen.

Archive GW

Argentina

Cuiabá/MT
Vinícius Bueno

Maringá/PR

Archive GW

Joílson Nogueira

Uruguay
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8.508.482**

9.434.943**
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Vinícius
Bueno

G

Clayton Ferreira

Ipatinga/M

Salvador/B
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Vivian R. Ferreira

8.016.758**

20 08

of citizenship, producing an effect on the
remaining spheres of society. As Paiva
Netto, creator of this pedagogical proposal,
deines: “Education, a theme always on the
agenda. It is urgent that it be disseminated
and looked at by all of us as a safe path that
shortens the distance among social classes.
Education is also an efficient antidote
against violence, criminality, diseases
and everything that harms the healthy
development of the people.”
The high level of quality of this
educational proposal has been drawing the
attention of educators both from Brazil and
abroad. This acknowledgment has resulted
in invitations for the LGW to train teachers
and prepare materials for several schools
interested in adopting this innovative
pedagogical proposal. It is also present
in congresses addressing Education and
reaches millions of homes through radio
and television programs, websites and
publications.

G

Uberlândia/M
Elisângela Spinola

7.487.023**

20 07

Archive GW

6.181.596**

of the LGW in 1979, he widened the
Organization’s mission by
inaugurating model schools
Social Balance*
and Community Centers
The graph below sho
ws the signiicant
numbers of the soc
io-educational ser
for Social Assistance—a
vices
rendered by the Leg
ion of Good Will in
the
network that, on a daily
last 5 years:
basis, cares for thousands
of children, adolescents,
young people, adults and
senior citizens in social and/
or personal vulnerability,
including students from
public schools.
These facilities serve as
* The LGW has its gen
eral balance audited
by Walter
Heuer (External Inde
base for improving an even
pendent Auditors), by
initiative of
José de Paiva Netto,
President of the LGW
, long before
the legislation require
greater educational project: the
d this measure to com
e into effect.
** Services and beneits
Pedagogy of Affection and the
Ecumenical Citizen Pedagogy
(see page 32). In this manner,
the LGW proposes the adoption
of a teaching platform that is not
restricted to curricular content, for
it encourages a renewed awareness

Cachoeiro de S
Itapemirim/E

Rio de
Janeiro/RJ

João Preda

O

Anápolis/G

Araxá/MG

Leilla Tonin

Mogi das
Cruzes/SP

Foz do
Iguaçu/PR

Vivian R. Ferreira

Fabíola Riveras

Londrina/P

Vivian R. Ferreira

R
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Our work
The LGW’s socio-educational units are represented by schools, homes for the
elderly and Community Centers for Social Assistance. Its actions, which are
based on a feeling of Solidarity, are also focused on moral and spiritual reeducation. In other words, they aim at awakening fraternal values in those
beneited so they are capable of exercising citizenship and ethics within
their families and the society in a conscious manner.

These have the mission to educate with Ecumenical
Spirituality, forming “Brain and Heart”. They aim
at promoting in several age groups the harmonious
development of the body and the Spirit’s intelligence
with quality, competence and effectiveness. The
activities conducted in formal education are extended
to all stages of primary education.

• High school
• Education for Young
People and Adults (EJA)

Homes for the elderly

Archive GW

Residential units for senior citizens with two kinds of
services available. The Long Stay service is offered to
the elderly who need to live in these units, serving as
a point of reference for those who were abandoned by
their families. And the Day Center service offers care
from Monday to Friday, from 8am to 6pm. After these
hours and on weekends they return to their families.
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• Nursery school
• Elementary school
• Junior high school

Ledilaine Santana

Vivian R. Ferreira

Vivian R. Ferreira

Schools

Community Centers
for Social Assistance

Archive GW

Archive GW

In these units, social assistance programs are
developed to provide support for individuals and
families, contributing towards the development
of their skills, talents and values; making them
aware of their rights and duties; and improving
their self-esteem so that they can fully exercise
their citizenship.

Vivian R. Ferreira

Social assistance programs
•Baby Citizen

Vivian R. Ferreira

Provides assistance to pregnant women and
those with children up to the age of one. It
contributes towards the gestation process
and family development by means of social,
psychological and legal assistance, talks and
therapies.

Vivian R. Ferreira

• LGW — Children: The
Future in the Present!
Contributes towards the protagonism
of children between the ages of 6 and 12
through activities that awaken their talents
and skills, enable the experience of values
and strengthen the bonds between family
members. It includes art, Ecumenical
Culture, sports and music workshops, digital
inclusion, educational and psychological
support, and a toy library. Children stay at
the LGW during their off-school hours.
GOOD WILL Women
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Prepares adolescents, young people
and adults for the job market through
courses focused on the development
of competences and technical and
personal skills.

Mônica Mendes

• Training and
Productive Inclusion

Collaborates towards sociocultural insertion and the
strengthening of citizenship among adolescents,
young people, adults and the elderly. Provides a
favorable environment for the building of interpersonal,
intergenerational and family bonds by offering group
activities, sporting events, therapies and so on.

Campaigns

Clayton Ferreira

The Legion of Good Will develops throughout Brazil several social
mobilization and awareness campaigns that work towards the
valorization of Life, children and families. Through these actions,
other activities are carried out to complement the full development
of those cared for, such as the distribution of school supplies and
non-perishable food baskets.

Vivian R. Ferrerira

Archive GW

• Learning and Interaction Program

Clayton Ferreira

• A+ Child — Without Education There is no Future!

Leilla Tonin

With the distribution of more than 12 thousand kits, this
campaign affords inancial beneits to parents who do not
have the resources to buy school supplies for their kids, aside
from improving the self-esteem of children and adolescents
attending the Organization’s Basic Education Schools and the
participants of the program LGW — Children: The Future in
the Present!.

Vivian R. Ferreira

• LGW’s Permanent Christmas —
Jesus, Our Daily Bread!

Vivian R. Ferreira

João Preda

Hands out non-perishable food baskets to
the families assisted all year round in the
LGW’s social assistance programs, to the
families cared for by the organizations that
belong to the Solidary Society Network and
to those supported by the LGW’s partner
organizations.

Clayton Ferreira

• SOS Disaster
A campaign conducted in partnership with several
agencies and with the support of volunteers. It
provides immediate and urgent actions to help
people and/or communities that have been
affected by calamities. It distributes relief items
(non-perishable foods, food items for immediate
consumption, bottled water, diapers, clothing,
footwear, etc.); personal hygiene products,
cleaning materials and mattresses; besides
providing irst aid assistance and other services.
GOOD WILL Women
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LGW at the UN

Vinícius Bueno

Visit the LGW’s
Representative Ofice
to the United Nations
in Manhattan: 36 W
44th Street - Mezzanine
(between 5th and 6th
Avenues), New York,
10036. Phone: (+1646)
398-7128.

In order to promote its programs and
projects of social inclusion and sustainable
development, the LGW establishes
partnerships with society’s major
sectors (governments, companies with
social and environmental responsibility,
international organizations, schools,
community associations, and other
civil society organizations).
Agents of this type of initiative
must have in common a spirit
of cooperation and commitment
to the spontaneous feeling of Love
for one another.
The Legion of Good Will was the
irst civil society organization from Brazil
to become a member of the United Nations
Department of Public Information (DPI)
in 1994. In 1999, the LGW also became
Brazil’s irst civil society organization to
obtain from the UN general consultative
status at the Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC), unanimously voted by
representatives from 28 countries. The
Organization gained in this manner the
right to participate in conferences of all

areas of the UN, with an active voice in
recommendations on international public
policies. In the following year (2000), it
began to take part of the Conference of
NGOs with Consultative Relationship
with the United Nations (CONGO), in
Vienna, Austria.
In 2004, it co-founded the NGO
Committee on Spirituality, Values and
Global Concerns in the UN. It is currently
part of its executive council.
In 2010, the Legion of Good Will of
the United States inaugurated its new
Representative Ofice in New York. With
this, the LGW strengthens the voice of
Latin American civil society over the
issues discussed at the UN, especially
at ECOSOC. Besides this responsibility,
the new ofice has the task of mobilizing
New York citizens and members of the
international community to volunteer in
the LGW’s socio-educational programs
and projects, such as those that the
Organization conducts in five other
countries through its autonomous bases
as well as in Brazil.
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Adalgiza Periotto

Pedro Periotto
Noys Rocha

1

3

I

n July 2011, authorities from
around the world were in Geneva,
Switzerland, for the High-Level
Segment of the United Nations Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC). At the
center of the debates were the current
education scenario, the goals, the
challenges and good practices that
have transformed the reality in many
countries for the better.
The participation of the Legion of Good
Will in the event, as in previous meetings,
once again honored Brazil’s name at the
United Nations. In addition to disclosing
the results of its socio-educational work,
achieved with the Pedagogy of Affection
and the Ecumenical Citizen Pedagogy,

2
In Geneva, Switzerland, several authorities
received from representatives of the LGW the
special publication of the Organization for the
event: the GOOD WILL Education magazine.
Among them (1) the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, Ban Ki-moon; (2) Nikhil
Seth (L), Director of the United Nations
Department of Economic and Social Affairs,
and Asha-Rose Migiro, Deputy SecretaryGeneral at the United Nations; and (3) Irina
Bokova (R), Director-General of UNESCO,
speaking with Angélica Periotto, from the
LGW, about the innovative educational
proposal of the Organization.

the LGW represented civil society at
various times during the meeting. It
particularly shared its good practices in
the educational area, which have been
developed in South America, the United
States and Portugal, with international
delegations and representatives from all
over the world.
On the very irst day of the meeting,
July 4, all the participants learned of a
series of recommendations produced by
the LGW and translated by the UN into its
six oficial languages. The international
delegations also received a special
publication: the GOOD WILL Education
magazine, published in English, French,
Portuguese and Spanish.

Panel organized
by the LGW
showed that
talent does
not depend
on wealth or
poverty and
emphasized a
universal access
to quality
education.

GOOD WILL Women
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Adriana Rocha

Adriana Rocha

During the event, the LGW presented the
Pedagogy of Affection and the Ecumenical
Citizen Pedagogy. From left to right:
Ambassador Maria Nazareth Farani Azevêdo,
Chief of the Permanent Mission of Brazil
to the United Nations Ofice in Geneva;
Danilo Parmegiani, mediator of the panel
discussion; Andrei Abramov, Chief of the NGO
Branch of the UN/DESA; and educator Suelí
Periotto, Supervisor of the LGW’s educational
proposal.

High quality education
in overcoming misery

The Good Will Education
magazine prepared for
the ECOSOC meeting and
published in English,
French, Portuguese and
Spanish. The publication
contains innovative
proposals for formal
and informal education,
for the eradication of
poverty and for the
progress of nations.
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The Legion of Good Will was invited to
take part in the 2011 session of the ECOSOC
High-Level Segment oficial program by
organizing the thematic panel “Quality and
equitable education: a multi-stakeholder
challenge to achieve the Millennium
Development Goals”. A talk was given in this
panel entitled “Overcoming poverty through
quality education: forming the individual in
its entirety for a Solidary Society”.
The head table comprised Ambassador
Maria Nazareth Farani Azevêdo, Chief
of the Permanent Mission of Brazil to
the United Nations Ofice in Geneva;
Mr. Andrei Abramov, Chief of the
NGO Branch of the UN/DESA; and
educator Suelí Periotto, Supervisor of the
LGW’s pedagogical line, which has been

successfully applied in the Organization’s
education network and social assistance
programs. This educational proposal—
created by educator Paiva Netto—
comprises the Pedagogy of Affection and
the Ecumenical Citizen Pedagogy.
During the panel, Mr. Andrei Abramov
said that “the Legion of Good Will has a
very special place” in the educational
advancements scenario and emphasized
that “the organization not only has a long
standing record in education, but also
in other ields. Its holistic approach is
applied in favelas (...). The Organization
is working with State government, with
local authorities and other NGOs,
combining learning programs for risk
children, adolescents and their parents.”

Adalgiza Periotto

Angélica Periotto

For Mr. Abramov, this characteristic
distinguishes the LGW from other NGOs
and helps break the vicious circle that
condemns generation after generation to
not having the right to quality education,
and, consequently, suffering from
poverty. “The LGW instills in hearts and
minds of students and parents awareness
and sensitivity to education as a human
right. And this gives them an opportunity
to improve their lives, their economic
and social welfare, and to participate
in public life. This is what distinguishes
the Legion of Good Will from many other
organizations,” afirmed Mr. Abramov.

Reverberation
The LGW’s proposal was widely
accepted and attracted the interest of
authorities from UN member countries
at the event. “A lot has been said about
quality education, and you gave one of
the answers to what it is,” said Anke
Bruns, Representative from the S.E.R.
Foundation (Germany and Switzerland).
The Community Mayor of Harlem, in

UNTV broadcasts
statement by the LGW to the world
The Legion of Good Will made its official statement in
the UN plenary session on July 6. The LGW was one of the
non-governmental organizations that had the opportunity to
present their socio-educational activities. The statement was
simultaneously translated into the six official languages of the
United Nations so that all international delegations could be
able to follow. This intervention will remain recorded in the
channels of the Conference and was also recorded by UNTV.
The content is available at www.unmultimedia.org or at the
fast link http://t.co/coJsinB.

Noys Rocha

During the event, Elizabeth King, Director
of Education in the Human Development
Network at the World Bank, stated: “We were
very happy to have the LGW representing civil
society.”

Karen Westley
(in the center),
Shell’s Social
Performance
and Social
Investment
Manager, with
representatives
of the Legion of
Good Will at the
event.
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Jorge Sequeira, UNESCO Representative in Latin
America and the Caribbean, with members of the LGW
in the event. In his hands, the Good Will Education
magazine in Spanish and French.

It was a pleasure to
participate in this event
organized by the Legion of
Good Will. (...) I thoroughly
enjoyed getting to know it
better. I became a fan and
I’m going to get involved. I’ve
already agreed: I’m going
to go to São Paulo and I’m going to visit you
there and become an active LGW contributor.
Congratulations on the work you’ve done!
H.E. Mrs. Maria Nazareth Farani Azevêdo
Permanent Representative of Brazil to the United Nations Ofice in
Geneva
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Nurul Islam Nahid (second from left to right), Minister of
Education of Bangladesh, and other members of the Bangladeshi
delegation with Danilo Parmegiani.

The Legionnaire Solidary
Team in Geneva. From left to
right: Suelí Periotto, Noys
Rocha, Adriana Rocha, Danilo
Parmegiani, Pedro Augusto
Periotto, Adalgiza Periotto,
Rosana Bertolin, Angélica
Periotto, and Swiss Oliver Rizzi
Carlson, a friend of the LGW.

New York, Dr. Delois Blakely, also
commented that “the model the LGW
presented in Geneva (and uses in its
educational units) is the best practice
that Harlem needs.”
Incidentally, this renowned teacher
from the United States speaks with
authority on the subject: she has a
doctorate from Columbia University,
a Master’s from Harvard, and was
an exemplary student at the famous
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT). “Looking at systems and
education we would like to adopt this
[LGW practice] as the best practice for
the millennium goal in education. (...)
This is a golden opportunity based on
hearing the relection of the presentation.
It has nothing to do with wealth of a
child. A child coming from a poor home
could be gifted. But that should not rob
them of their right to be educated,” Dr.
Blakely said.
The Representative from the S.E.R.
Foundation also identified with the
educational proposal of the LGW. “We
are also working on education through
reconciliation, which approaches

Adriana Rocha
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From left to right: Adriana Rocha, from the LGW; Homero Hernández
Sánchez, Ambassador of the Permanent Mission of the Dominican
Republic; Carlos Robelo Raffone, Ambassador of the Permanent Mission
of Nicaragua; and Germán Mundaraín Hernández, Ambassador of the
Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

Noys Rocha

Rosana Bertolin,
from the LGW,
handed the GOOD
WILL Education
magazine in
Spanish to Eduardo
Aragundi,
Argentina’s
Vice Minister of
Education and
Under-Secretary for
Education Planning
of the Ministry
of Education of
Argentina.

Rosana Bertolin

Archive GW

education also like you do on a holistic
manner. Our approach, our main
approach is through reconciliation,”
Anke Bruns said. She also mentioned
that even after having taken part in
many panels that talked about the theme
of quality education, the issue had still
not been satisfactorily dealt with. “You
gave one of the answers to what quality
education really is. I appreciated your
approach very much,” she added.

Joseph Deiss, President of the United Nations General
Assembly, receives the GOOD WILL Education magazine in
English.

Radhika Padayachi, from the Department of the UN
General Assembly, with Noys Rocha, LGW representative
at the event.

Martha Moreno, Minister of the Permanent Mission of the
Embassy of Paraguay in Geneva, receives from the hands of
Angélica Periotto, from the LGW, a copy of the GOOD WILL
Education magazine in Spanish.
GOOD WILL Women
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A partial view of the ministerial meeting, which
talked about young people and the labor market, with
representatives from governments and entrepreneurs. In
the detail, Danilo Parmegiani, from the LGW.

In the ministerial meeting organized
on July 5, 2011, by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the
International Labour Organization (ILO)
and the World Bank, the Legion of Good
Will once again represented the civil
society. UNESCO Director-General Irina
Bokova and the ILO Director-General
Juan Somavia led the panel discussion
that brought together representatives
from the biggest international companies
and corporations.
After listening to what the LGW
had to say in defense of the values of
Ecumenical Spirituality for a quality
education, the World Bank Director
of Education and panel mediator
Elizabeth M. King thanked the
Organization with these words: “You
can’t imagine how happy I am that I
asked you to speak.”

Moved by the message he heard
and the stories of people assisted by
the Organization who overcame life’s
adversities, Ambassador to Chile Pedro
Oyarce Yuraszeck commented: “We
already knew everything we’ve heard
about here [in the event], but what
the LGW brought is something new
that we must introduce: values in
Education.”
The LGW’s recommendations and
good practices in Education gained
international recognition with its
participation in the ECOSOC High-Level
Segment. Furthermore, the Organization
received many requests and invitations
to spread the content of the Pedagogy
of Affection and the Ecumenical Citizen
Pedagogy throughout many different
parts of the world, thus fostering new
partnerships that result in global advances
in the area of education.

Angélica Periotto
Noys Rocha
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DELEGATIONS RECEIVE MESSAGE FROM THE LGW

8

9

Representatives from the LGW talked with delegations from several countries, as an example of (1) Dato’ Seri Shahrizat Abdul-Jalil
(L), Minister of Women, Family and Community Development of Malaysia; (2) Sam K. Ongeri, Kenya’s Minister of Education; (3)
Ahmed Gamal El-Din Moussa, Ambassador of Egypt; (4) Kalidou Diallo, Senegal’s Minister of Education (in the center) and Cheikh
Mbow, the National Coordinator of the Committee of NGOs and Teachers’ Unions for the Defense of Public Education (COSYDEP); (5)
Essossimna Legzim-Balouki, Minister of Literacy and Primary and Secondary Education of Togo; (6) Dr. Asma Jahangir, President
of the Supreme Court Bar Association in Pakistan, awarded the 2010 UNESCO/Bilbao Prize for the Promotion of a Culture of Human
Rights; (7) Wendy Ramage Hawkins, Executive Director of the Intel Foundation; (8) Dr. Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri, DirectorGeneral of the Islamic Educational, Scientiic and Cultural Organization (ISESCO); and (9) Professor Mamadou Diouf, Leitner Family
Professor of African Studies and Director of the Institute of African Studies (IAS) at Columbia University (USA).
Learn more about the successful educational proposal of the Legion of Good Will and ind out how the LGW’s own methodology is applied in the model schools and
socio-educational units of the Organization. Go to www.boavontade.com and check out the address of the LGW closest to your city.
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OPINION

Social inclusion
through quality

education

João Periotto

“a view beyond the intellect”, as the leader of
the lgw prescribes.

*¹ Suelí Periotto is
an educator with
postgraduate degree
studies in School
Management and Human
Sciences Methodology,
and is currently working
on her Master’s degree
in Education at PUC-SP.
She is also a conference
speaker and the host of
the Educação em Debate
program [Education on
Focus] of the Super Good
Will Radio Network (follow
this program at www.
boavontade.com).
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Suelí Periotto*¹,
Supervisor of the
Good Will Pedagogy
(comprised of the
Pedagogy of Affection
and the Ecumenical
Citizen Pedagogy),
Principal of the LGW’s
Educational Institute.

I

f female rural workers had more tools
and resources, between 100 and 150
million people could be saved from
going hungry in the world. This fact was
disclosed in September 2011 during the
meeting that discussed the power of rural
women regarding food safety and nutrition
within the context of the United Nations
General Assembly in New York. At the
time Josette Sheeran, Executive Director
of the World Food Programme (WFP),
an organism linked to the UN, presented
this and other relevant information as
a contribution to the 56th session of the
Commission on the Status of Women,

which this year takes place between
February 27 and March 9, also in the UN
headquarters.
When I came across these facts I
immediately thought to myself: “What kind
of progress could we make if alongside
these very important resources, highlighted
by Josette, we looked in particular at the
educational background offered to rural
young girls and women, since education
is also a fundamental tool for empowering
women and ighting poverty!”
In this particular case, the Legion of
Good Will has a vast experience with
its constant commitment to promoting
an Education that supplies both “Brain
and Heart”, as the creator of the LGW’s
educational proposal, educator Paiva
Netto, deines it.
With the Pedagogy of Affection (for
children up to the age of 10) and the
Ecumenical Citizen Pedagogy (for children
from the age of 11 and up), Paiva Netto
shows us that the possibilities for students

GOOD WILL Women
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André Fernandes

Partial view of the Jesus Super Day Care Center. Next
to it is the José de Paiva Netto Educational Institute.
These two buildings form the LGW’s Educational
Complex, located in the capital city of São Paulo,
which provides high quality care for over 1,400
students from nursery to high school, including adult
participants of the Education for Young People and
Adults (EJA) program. On the Jesus Super Day Care
Center’s façade is the following quote from the late
founder of the Organization, Alziro Zarur (19141979): “The children are children of all the mothers,
and the mothers are mothers of all the children”.

OPINION

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A BIOPSYCHOSOCIAL SPIRIT-BEING?
In the LGW’s socio-educational units, students are considered as a
biopsychosocial spirit-being, since they already carry within them a spiritual
background that contributes to their learning process. Boys and girls are
treated equally independent of their gender, standing out according to their
competence.

“Psycho”
Emotional issues
are observed by the
multidisciplinary team of
the LGW’s units, especially
by psychologists. When
necessary, the student
receives support in the
aspects concerning
fragility derived from
disaggregating situations,
common among social
vulnerability environments
in which many families
are subject to. Learning
dificulties and behavior
disorders that require
professional help from a
psychologist, such as cases
concerning aggressiveness
and social isolation and
apathy, are carefully
observed.

“Spirit”
The Good Will
Pedagogy values
what is found within
the human being, the
subjective aspects
that carry a record of
previous experiences,
for it takes into
consideration that
the student is not
a tabula rasa*2. It
also stimulates
one’s feelings and
reinforces values
such as Ecumenical
Solidarity, Friendship
and Companionship,
employed in an
empathic manner.

*2 Tabula rasa — In
empiricism (a school of
philosophical thought
that believes that the
only source of knowledge
is based on experience
absorbed from the
external world), the Latin
expression tabula rasa is
a state that characterizes
an empty mind, prior to
any knowledge obtained
through the senses.
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to develop themselves also appear from
the inside out. In other words, each person
has an inner potential besides cultural
background, which upgrades his/her skills
and abilities.
In the LGW’s pedagogy, the educator’s
mediatory activity when interacting with the
students is a fundamental factor for both of
them to learn and widen their intellect. As
co-authors, they share knowledge with each
other, acting in a very distinct manner within
an integrated process.

In this educational practice, Paiva Netto
points the way to Ecumenical Spirituality,
which takes on a role to shed more
light on cultural, social and intellectual
aspects of knowledge. To ensure the
solidary knowledge—the combination
of the cognitive potential and ethical,
ecumenical and spiritual values—the
LGW’s pedagogy sees the individual in its
entirety, as a biopsychosocial spirit-being
(Learn more about how these aspects are
dealt with in the chart above).

“Social”
The LGW emphasizes a combined work
between the school and the family. The
organized participation of parents in the
school life of their children is fundamental.
When the school knows the social and
economic reality of the family it becomes
possible to contribute towards the
strengthening of the affective ties. The
family needs attention, encouragement
and guidance in order to overcome
dificulties and identify and strengthen
its abilities. Through the practice of
values enlightened by Ecumenical
Spirituality, the Culture of Peace is
promoted in the schools of the
LGW, where, in fact, the school
dropout rate is zero.

“Bio” (biological)
Encompasses medical, dental and nutritional
care. Physical health is thought of in
a preventive manner, including taking
information and guidance to the families
through talks, pamphlets and health programs
that can beneit them. The well-being of the
body is an essential condition for an adequate
educational process.

Its own methodology
Considering the Human Being in its
essence, the Legion of Good Will developed
its own methodology for its educational
proposal known as the Learning Method
through Rational-Emotional-Intuitive
Research (MAPREI), with main focus on
research and intuition. In the six stages
that form the method, the pupil is the
protagonist in the educational scenario, and
the educator is the fundamental element in
the process of building knowledge, aside

from being committed to motivating each
student to continue his/her studies until
he/she enters academic life.
In the LGW’s educational methodology,
the student has a voice; he/she is a
researcher that employs intuition and can
express his/her ideas orally or in writing
without fear or shyness.
With this method, the Legion of Good
Will invests in quality education to promote
social inclusion, since it offers the means
for students to better prepare themselves

*3It is Urgent to Reeducate! — A bestseller
by writer Paiva Netto that
has already sold more than
230,000 copies. It is also
available in e-book format
(in Portuguese only).
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OPINION

“When correctly applied, Education sets free.
And with Ecumenical Spirituality, it sublimes.”
Paiva Netto
for the job market. Based on igures that
show the signiicant growth in the number
of university graduates, one can associate
higher education with life improvement or
full social inclusion of women. One cannot
deny the importance of a university degree
in search of new and promising paths in a
professional career. However, some issues
do come up. Does higher education in itself
ensure social inclusion? Do the contents
acquired throughout higher education
determine good professional performance?
Does an undergraduate with a diploma, and
this alone, become capable of expressing
and applying the knowledge gained?
In order to better evaluate these
pertinent questions, let us ponder on the
following words offered by the leader
of the LGW in his book É Urgente
3
Reeducar!* [It is Urgent to Re-educate!]:
“(…) An effective preparation: The Spirit
has a predominant place in our everyday
actions. However, in the preparation of
youths and adults for their subsistence
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in this material world of technologies
never seen before—and, paradoxically,
at the present time, so unstable for those
who work hard for their own future—, we
must take into the highest account that
students must be qualiied with eficiency
for the strict demands of the competitive
job market. Moreover: prepare them
in a manner that they do not follow a
path in which professions for which they
prepared themselves for no longer exist
at the moment they get their diploma.
Therefore, it is essential that they receive
an effective education in order to be
bold and enterprising, so that they can
overcome the supervenient facts that,
at any moment, challenge society and
frighten crowds. (...) For argumentative
purposes, bold plans will be of no avail
if there is no one who has been properly
prepared to develop them.”
In the schools of the Legion of Good
Will the teachers are concerned with the
challenging realities of the 21st century
and therefore work on cognitive aspects
combined with Ecumenical Spirituality.
In this manner, a high quality pedagogical
content is established, which is primordial
inclusively for the most recent professions,
preparing boys and girls to face the evergrowing challenges. Aware of the ethical,
ecumenical and spiritual values that are
part of the conceptual foundations of the
pedagogy they apply in the classroom,
the educators seek the development of
students’ skills and abilities, without any
privilege regarding gender in the classroom.
Thus, it ills us with joy to see the work of
such dedicated professionals who regard
themselves as co-authors of the building
of a Solidary, Altruistic and Ecumenical
Society, which is one of the Legion of Good
Will’s reasons for being. This millennium is
certainly grateful for it.
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SUCCESS STORIES

Opportunity and

transformation

T

he mission of the Legion of Good
Will is “to promote Education
and Culture with Ecumenical
Spirituality, so there may be Food,
Security, Health and Work for everyone,
in the formation of the Planetary Citizen”.
As a result, every day the Organization
assists thousands of families in situation
of social vulnerability in Brazil and in six
other countries where it has autonomous
bases: Argentina, Bolivia, Paraguay,
Uruguay, the United States, and Portugal.
In this solidary work developed, support
for women takes a prominent position,
because they are directly beneited from
the majority of the socio-educational
programs of the LGW.
Even in a globalized world they
are still suffering from social neglect
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and lack of opportunities. Hence,
humanitarian actions are important in
the lives of the women and girls cared
for by the LGW.
Through its social and educational
programs, the Legion of Good Will offers
women the necessary conditions for them
to develop their potential. In this way,
it contributes to female empowerment
and to a better quality of personal and
family life.
In this special edition of the GOOD
WILL magazine, readers can follow the
success stories of women who beneited
from these actions and who, through
their faith, work, study and perseverance,
knew just how to take best advantage of
the support they received. In the stories
of Brazilian, Argentinian, Bolivian,

Paraguayan, Uruguayan, Portuguese and
American women, life seen through the
eyes of each one of them brings with it
the seed of transformation of their own
reality for the better.
In his article “Women in the Repair
of Nations”, the President of the
LGW, journalist and writer Paiva Netto
states: “Women’s role is so important
that, even with all the obstacles offered
by a chauvinist male culture, no
organization that wishes to survive—
whether it may be religious, political,
philosophical, scientiic, business or a
family—can dismiss her support. Now,
women, when graced by the Divine
Breath, are the Soul of everything, the
Soul of Humanity, the good root, the
basis of civilizations.”
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ARGENTINA

Against

domestic

violence
D
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omestic violence has affected
many women in social risk
situations. When these women
are subject to aggression in the home,
which includes physical, sexual and
psychological abuse, they also see
conditions of poverty being perpetuated.
At the LGW’s Jesus Nursery School of
Buenos Aires, mothers get a vacancy for
their children and professional training.
This has helped them escape from their
needy state, bringing more harmony to
the family and providing a better life
for their children, as noticed in the two
stories described below. We will use
ictitious names to preserve the identity
of the people involved.
The story of Zulma, 33, mother of
Miguel, 10, Ramona, 7, and Francisco, 3,
shows it is possible to overcome adversities.
Abandoned by the father of her two eldest
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children and living in precarious conditions,
Zulma went to the LGW in search of a
school for her children and an environment
that would welcome them in a loving way.
She subsequently tried to remake her life
with another man, the father of her youngest
child. However, with the new relationship
also came physical aggression. Having few
clothes and no furniture or other goods, this
mother went back to relying on the support
from the LGW to face up to this dificult
moment in her life. She requested for a
vacancy for Francisco at the Organization’s
educational center in 2011, and once again
was able to receive assistance.
For Zulma, it was the starting point to
a better life for her and her family. “When
I came to the LGW I had nothing; I was
sleeping on the loor. With the support they
gave me I managed to get domestic work
and later as a cleaner in a hospital. Little by
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little, I managed to buy a bed, a mattress...
Now I’ve registered myself in a government
housing program and I hope to be getting
my own house soon. I want my children
to have something and I’ve noticed that I
need to carry on studying for their sake. The
LGW school gave me a big helping hand
and opened up new horizons for me. There
I met other people who have had the same
problems as me.”
The life story of Dolores, 32, also
gained a new direction when she enrolled
her youngest child Pedro, 4, in the Legion
of Good Will’s nursery school. Of Bolivian
origin, Dolores arrived in Argentina when
she was 15, leeing from extreme poverty
and the ill-treatment her own parents, who
were alcoholics, inlicted on her.
With a feeling of gratitude she describes
her experience of overcoming adversity:
“We lived in a single room where everybody
slept, without doors, without anything. So I
began to work as a seamstress all day long,
from Monday to Sunday; I was never able
to see my children when they were awake...
Thanks to this progressive school we could
go to a better place and, by working hard, I
saved enough money to buy my machines.
This school gave me everything I have. Now
I have six machines and I make clothes for
children. The LGW changed my life.”
The LGW’s Jesus Nursery School is
an example of what can be done with love
and dedication for those in most need.
There, in addition to the group of teachers,
an interdisciplinary team (comprising
a clinical psychologist, an educational
psychologist, a social worker, a psychomotor therapist, a music therapist and
a recreation technician) works with the
many aspects of family life. As a result,
social assistance activities and quality
education have helped families transform
poverty and pain into triumph and joy.

When the LGW of Argentina was created in 1985 it
concentrated its activities in a refectory that offered support
and food to families of the Warnes Shelter in Buenos Aires. In
1990, with the inauguration of the Jesus Nursery School (today
occupying an area covering 1530 m2 in the Floresta district of
the Argentinian capital), the Organization has started offering
free full-time education, food assistance and health care.
The school, which has been in the same location since
2001, also offers the LGW — Children: The Future in the
Present! program and a professional training course providing
skills in cooking and pastry-making. Another important
action is the Toys Round developed at the Pedro de Elizalde
Children’s Hospital and at the Buenos Aires Children’s Home.
In 2007, the Itinerant School program was created to offer
educational activities to children living on the streets. For
further information visit www.lbv.org.ar.
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BOLIVIA

Support for

rural women
T

Even with so many challenges the
life of this family is beginning to have
new prospects. Until a little while ago
the only income they had came from
the sporadic work the father arranged
as a brick-layer and from what was
harvested from their small family patch
of potatoes, used for their subsistence.
But it was not suficient, because there
were many days when Jose had no work.
On these occasions there was no food
on the table.
The situation of this family and others
in the region began to improve when in
April last year the Legion of Good Will
took two important social assistance
programs to San Miguel: Technical
Training (i.e. vocational and income
generation courses) and the Charity
Photos: Jenny Mancilla

he search of a Bolivian couple
for better days for their family
began with an important decision.
In 2006, Marcela Chura, 38, and her
companion, Jose Mamani, 42, decided
to change the village where they had
been born in, the Province of Omasuyos,
for life in the San Miguel district in the
rural area of El Alto, a town some 50 km
from La Paz, the capital of Bolivia.
There they managed to get a plot of
land and with a lot of effort they built a
simple house with a zinc roof and a dirt
loor. The couple Marcela and Jose live
in the house with their seven children.
Like most of the houses in San Miguel,
it was also precarious. Those who live
in that region still feel the effects of the
lack of basic sanitation services.

With the support from the Organization,
Marcela was able to improve her family’s
quality of life. Today, in addition to
having a small vegetable patch she
sells costume jewelry and lower
arrangements.
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Round. With these two programs the
LGW of Bolivia promotes actions leading
to social and family inclusion, which
foster awareness of rights and duties,
a perception of opportunities and the
perfecting of good community practices,
with a view to improving the quality
of life of communities and effectively
exercising full citizenship.
For Marcela, support with feeding her
children was fundamental. “My husband
doesn’t have a stable job and there were
many days when my children had nothing
to eat. Sometimes I could only give them
a cup of water mixed with barley. Since
the LGW arrived here, twice a week our
lunch is guaranteed. We happily wait for
Tuesdays and Thursdays.”
Satisied with the help for her children,
this country woman also decided to enroll
herself in a fabric lower making course
offered by the Organization. After the irst
lessons she already started making loral
arrangements, and with the money she
made from selling them, the household
expenses have become somewhat easier
to bear. Then Marcela registered herself in
a course to make costume jewelry. Thanks
to this initiative, she is now producing
ornaments, bracelets, necklaces, earrings,
key rings and purses. Because of all this
she started thinking about opening her own
small business.
Despite being shy, this Bolivian woman
expressed her happiness regarding the
improvement in her family’s quality of life.
“Thanks to the encouragement I get from
my teachers in the fabric lower and jewelry
making classes I’ll be able to make some
money by selling these items on Mother’s
Day, Friendship Day and on other dates.
I’m very satisied because I’ll be able to
provide bread for my children. Thank you,
LGW, for helping us!”

In La Paz, the LGW of Bolivia has maintained a day care
center for socially vulnerable children since 1986. In 1994,
the work expanded when the Jesus Kindergarten School
was opened. Today, it assists dozens of children between 2
and 5 years old. With the support from the Bolivian people,
the Technical Training Center and the Adult Literacy Center
were also opened. The adults, especially the mothers and
fathers who had no opportunity to go to school, are benefited
by receiving basic instruction and several techniques and
vocational training tools. There are almost 1 million people in
the country (or 10% of the population, according to the 2001
Census) who have no access to education. Also prominent
are the Education in Action; Oral Hygiene: Clean Teeth,
Healthy Children and the LGW’s Permanent Christmas —
Jesus, Our Daily Bread! campaigns. For more information:
www.lbv.org.bo.
GOOD WILL Women
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BRAZIL

“Today I’m a
craftswoman!”
Happy and fulfilled, Mrs. Maria Raimunda
shows great enthusiasm and love for life.

S

he is an example of perseverance.
That is how people who know her
well deine Mrs. Maria Raimunda
Mendes, a member of the Learning and
Interaction program for the elderly in
the Social Assistance Community Center
of the Legion of Good Will in São Luís,
in the State of Maranhão, located in
northeast Brazil, a region with high
rates of poverty. At the age of 78, this
victorious woman has a story that

a
orre
aC
ean
Ros

“The LGW taught
me what I know
today. Everything I
learned there I’ve
put into practice.”
Maria Raimunda
Mendes
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is marked by many challenges and at the
same time by her indomitable spirit and
love for life.
It was during a recent visit to the
capital city of Maranhão that the GOOD
WILL team found out a little more about
this ighter. “My life was very dificult.
I had no education at all, no courses.
The people who employed me gave me
no opportunity to study,” recalls Maria
Raimunda, who in just a short time saw
her reality being changed for the better.
The opportunity came when she
received an invitation from handicraft
teacher Gracivalda Baldez Ribeiro to
do a vocational course the Organization
was offering. In 2008, when she was 75
years old, Raimunda enrolled herself. “I
went to the Legion of Good Will to learn
a profession. There I learned how to be
a person, to be educated. Today I tell
people: I’m a craftswoman!”
For Raimunda, socializing with other
women attending the LGW’s social
and educational programs and with the
teachers while learning a trade also helped
her communicate better. “I didn’t know
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but not as well as I do now. Today I’m
happy because while I’m doing this here
[handicrafts] I’m not waiting for death.”
Feeling happy and fulilled, she also adds:
“Today I’m very, very proud to be one of
the volunteers of the LGW!”

Maria Raimunda
puts into practice
what she learned
at the LGW. In her
residence she makes
the handmade
items that will
subsequently be sold
in her store.

Download the QR Code
reader to your smartphone,
take a photo of the code
and watch the video of this
life story.

Archive GW

how to greet people. I treated everyone
in an ignorant way. The LGW taught me
what I know today. Everything I learned
there I’ve put into practice. When people
want to accomplish something, they can
make it happen. I took advantage of the
opportunity the Legion of Good Will gave
me!” she said. Recently, Raimunda also
concluded a basic computer course.
With her effort and love towards work,
she has achieved good results. Opening
a store and selling her products helped a
long-time dream of hers to come true: to
build her own house. “With my humble
work I’ve managed to build my little
house (...) at the price of my work and
the handicraft items I make and with the
help of God and the LGW.”
At present, Maria Raimunda is
also concerned with transferring the
knowledge she has gained to other
women assisted by the Organization in
São Luís. According to her, voluntary
work is a way of giving back the love
and respect she always received from
the Legion of Good Will. Visibly moved,
she remembers: “Before I used to live
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An atmosphere of Peace

and citizenship
T
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h e L e g i o n o f G o o d Wi l l ’s
pedagogical proposal (read more
on page 32) is also gaining a good
reputation in North American schools as
teachers start applying it more and more
in the classroom.
Among the educators who apply it,
the work of a young kindergarten teacher
from New Jersey, Mariana Malaman,
stands out. Holding a copy of É Urgente
Reeducar! [It is Urgent to Re-educate!]
in her hand she quotes the author of the
book, journalist and writer Paiva Netto, to
explain the progress she has made with her
pupils using this teaching proposal: “The
affection that inspires our pedagogical
proposal, taken in its highest sense,

Five-year-old
Evan during
an activity of
the Pedagogy
of Affection,
which is being
successfully
applied in North
American schools.
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is, besides a lofty feeling of the Soul, a
political strategy, equally understood in its
most elevated nature, in consonance with
Social Justice, as a survival strategy for
individuals, people, and nations.”
Based on the educational model
proposed by Paiva Netto, in which “Brain
and Heart”, intellect and feelings, work
together to form the complete Being,
the Ecumenical Citizen, Ms. Malaman
develops activities that stimulate children
to think about the consequences of their
actions and to have more empathy with
their peers. “I work with 4 and 5 year olds
and I already see behavior problems and
various forms of bullying. So, I decided
to use some of the techniques of the
Pedagogy of Affection to research and
come up with a behavior system where
my young students could relect more
on their actions.” She also adds: “To
help students control the triggers of bad
behavior, we must allow them to relect
upon it instead of having them wait
for a teacher’s judgment. And they all
frequently ask me: ‘Teacher, did I behave
today?’ This shows that children in this
age group are already well aware of good
and bad behaviors.”
As Mariana points out, the Pedagogy
of Affection works with ethical values
as seen through the lens of Ecumenical
Spirituality, stimulating Solidarity, and
the results go beyond the school gates.
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Susana Marques, mother of 5-year-old
Evan, said that she is not only satisied
with this educational proposal but also
defends its application throughout the
whole teaching system. “I feel that the
Pedagogy of Affection is different and
a great way for them to reflect and
evaluate their day-to-day behavior. I
have noticed a signiicant difference in
Evan’s behavior,” she emphasized.
Among education professionals who
have been using the LGW’s teaching
method there is a consensus on the
idea that educating with Ecumenical
Spirituality is fundamental, because right
from an early stage the concern has been
almost exclusively with the cognitive
domain. “During parent-teacher
conferences, I often hear questions
such as ‘will my child learn how to read
before the age of 5?’ or ‘what can I do
now so that later on my child can go to a
prestigious university?’. Children should
not be pressured and they deserve to have
a carefree childhood where they are able
to explore the world around them and
being around people and environments
that will teach them how to become good
citizens in society. After that, children
will eventually learn how to solve math
problems, complex equations,” Mariana
Malaman said.
In the teacher’s opinion, by adding
the Ecumenical Spirituality differential
to Education, “the child develops selfesteem, knows she/he is extraordinary,
creative, compassionate, and also has
a sense of morality.” As a result, adds
Mariana, “the child knows how to respect
their parents, teachers, and peers as
well as understands the diversity around
her/him, and she/he is able to accept
differences and feels compassion towards
the feelings of others.”

In the photo on the left, Spielberg (center) with his wife Kate Capshaw
(R) are greeted by the Good Will Legionnaire Eliana Gonçalves (L). In the
second photo, Spielberg reading the Legion of Good Will’s publication.

Steven Spielberg receives
the LGW’s magazine Globalization
of Fraternal Love
On January 11, 2012, the North American renowned movie maker
and businessman steven spielberg received a copy of the Globalization
of Fraternal Love magazine from the Legion of Good Will while he
passed in front of the LGW’s office of the United States located at 36W
44th Street, between 5th and 6th Avenues, in Manhattan, New York.
Spielberg chose the street to shoot scenes for a famous TV series
which he is the producer. While passing in front of the Organization’s
office he was greeted by representatives from the Legion of Good Will.
Very friendly, he received the publication and posed for a photo showing
great attention towards the work carried out by the Organization.
The Globalization of Fraternal Love magazine is available in seven
languages (English, French, German, Italian, Esperanto, Spanish, and
Portuguese) in the website www.boavontade.com/english.
The Legion of Good Will—settled in the USA since 1986—is
active not only in New York State through its Representative Office
to the United Nations, but also in New Jersey State through its
Community Center located in Newark. In this center, it holds
programs in the social, educational and health areas, which
contribute towards developing and improving the quality of life of
thousands of low-income families and people.
Brazilian luise keepler, a volunteer at the LGW’s Community
Center, says she is moved every time she remembers all the effort
and dedication of the Organization in its solidary actions. “For a
long time I’ve been witness to this struggle, this battle. And I’m
a witness to this blessing. (...) It’s an immense joy for me to be
here today. I want to continue in this marvelous charity work
for others.” Further information at www.legionofgoodwill.org.
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PARAGUAY

A story of Love

and triumph
araguayan Lidia González, 32 years
old, has two children and a touching
story of triumph. According to Lidia,
her life began to be transformed when
she got to know the Legion of Good Will.
In 2007, her family was going through a
dificult phase. Lidia and her husband were
unemployed. To help her family she needed
to work, but she had no one with whom to
leave her small children, Kevin, then 2, and
Yamila, just 1 year old, with. “The LGW
gave me fundamental support,” she recalls.
For weeks she looked for a solution by
going to various public schools, but only
found half-day courses. In Asuncion almost
all full-time courses are only available in
private schools, an expense the couple was
unable to assume. That is when a friend of
Lidia mentioned the LGW to her. At the
social assistance unit of the Organization,
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she explained her situation and illed in a
form to request vacancy for her children.
LGW social worker Alma Ferreira
visited the family’s home to ind out more
about their story. “It was a small and very
simple accommodation; we could see this
family’s need and how important it was that
they received help from the Legion of Good
Will,” she described.
Shortly after the visit, Kevin and
Yamila were attending the José de Paiva
Netto Kindergarten and Preschool in the
Paraguayan capital. Thanks to this support
Lidia soon got a full-time job as a domestic
worker.
However, while the situation improved,
Lidia came across another challenge. She
could no longer rely on her husband,
because he decided to abandon his family.
Despite the impact, this mother knew that

For Lidia’s
tranquility, her
two children,
Yamila, now 6,
and Kevin, 7, are
well cared for at
the LGW, where
they receive
the necessary
support for their
development.
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her children would be well cared for and she
could continue working with tranquility. She
also sought to learn a trade and did a course
to become a hairdresser. With a diploma in
hand she was hired by a beauty salon. With
her increase in income she bought a small
plot of land and built the house she had long
dreamed of owning.
According to Lidia, when she came into
contact with the Organization a whole new
world opened up to her. “I thank God with
all my heart for the possibility my children
have of being students of the LGW. I could
never have managed it on my own. Thank
you, LGW! Four years ago my life changed
radically. The care you give my children,
the hygiene, the food (...), for me it’s a
blessing I thank God for.” Visibly moved
the mother also emphasized: “The LGW is
my second home. I feel comfortable and at
peace knowing that my children are in the
Legion of Good Will.”
Stories like these of Lidia González are
a reality in the LGW, thanks to its social
assistance programs. As a result, many
women have become stronger and have
overcome challenges in order to maintain
the harmony in their homes and bring up
their children in a digniied way.

After Brazil, Paraguay was the first country to benefit
from the LGW’s activities in 1984. Aside from its capital
city, Asuncion, actions aimed at education and the reduction
of poverty are also implemented in Alto Paraná, specifically
in Ciudad del Este. It is worth highlighting that the LGW
is currently working with several social and educational
programs aiming at the sustainable development of
communities. Of particular importance are the Education in
Action, Health for Everyone, Goodwill in Action programs
and the José de Paiva Netto Kindergarten and Preschool
(with full-time education for children from 2 to 6 years old).
For further information visit www.lbv.org.py.

GOOD WILL Women

49

SUCCESS STORIES

PORTUGAL

Voluntary work

and Ecumenical Citizenship

T

programs, helping in areas like oral
health, through the Happy Smile program;
or collecting food by means of the One
Step Forward program; organizing
donations received at the Organization’s
own facilities through the FTAs (Free
Time Activities); or making friendly
visits as requested by families.
In the LGW’s task of monitoring
those who are being helped, which
includes motivational activities as
well as programs and campaigns for
the valorization of Life, many stories
of personal triumph and love towards
our fellow beings come to light. These
stories appear both among those who
beneit from the solidary actions as well
as among the LGW’s own voluntary
workers, since attitudes and good
practices have also changed the lives
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he Legion of Good Will of Portugal has
been working for 23 years promoting
Solidarity through socio-educational
activities and human and spiritual support
for others. The work of the Organization
in Portugal reaches teaching institutions,
supports similar entities and extends to
symposiums, cultural exhibitions, health
promotion events, among others.
All these initiatives have helped
consolidate the concept of Ecumenical
Citizenship, because with the support
from the LGW’s team of professionals
and volunteers, those people who are
helped feel encouraged to change their
lives starting from positive attitudes
founded on the full practice of spiritual,
human and social solidarity.
Every month more than 400 volunteers
work in the LGW’s socio-educational

The retiree Rosa
Orquídea Ferreira
afirms that her
voluntary activities
in the LGW enrich
her life: “Since I
joined I’ve never once
wanted to leave.”
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“My experience here is
great. It has taught me
how to share, how to be
humble, to love others.”
Rosa Orquídea Ferreira

Photos: Archive GW

of those who help the Organization.
Such is the case of the retiree Rosa
Orquídea Ferreira, a volunteer for the
past 19 years in the city of Porto. “My
experience here is great. It has taught
me how to share, how to be humble, to
love others and essentially to practice
the New Commandment of Jesus, which
is ‘Love one another as I have loved
you’.”
The more these stories become
known, the more the happiness of
the LGW’s team increases, as well as
the certainty that its work has made a
difference. “I learned about the LGW
at a very complicated time in my life.
I came with a friend and since I joined
I’ve never once wanted to leave!”
According to voluntary worker Rosa,
the people closest to her have noticed
changes in the way she acts. “They
noticed a lot of difference... I started
being a more understanding person,
easier to get along with. Now I can
overcome my problems with a lot more
faith and perseverance.”
Every year, more and more people join
the LGW of Portugal willing to change
other lives for the better. These people
are welcomed into the volunteer training
activity in Porto, where they receive
information about the Organization’s
socio-educational programs, its objectives,
mission and vision.

The Legion of Good Will of Portugal started its work
in the city of Porto in 1989. Thanks to the support of the
Portuguese people, this solidary action has done nothing but
grow, enabling the LGW to help an increasingly number of
people living in social risk situation. In addition to Porto, the
LGW is also present in Lisbon, Coimbra and Braga where it
also promotes nationwide campaigns as an example of the
Sport is Life.
Since 2011, the Portuguese capital has counted with
new and more ample facilities. The highlight here are the
programs developed locally: Happy Smile, One Step Forward,
Good Will Seed, Baby Citizen, Charity Round and Live
Longer!. This latter program encourages voluntary work in
the old age. For further information visit: www.lbv.pt

Volunteer of the LGW of Portugal
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SUCCESS STORIES

URUGUAY

LGW’s

model school
T

spiritual aspects are worked on. With this,
the family’s actions are also strengthened,
which is part of the Ecumenical Citizen
Pedagogy (see page 32).
Everything in the environment
was thought out according to regional
peculiarities, stemming from the demands
of those assisted and from the experience
of Uruguayan professionals. On the
building’s second loor, for instance, a
large area was assembled for recreational
and sports activities as well as to also hold
seminars and events with the purpose of
forming and training young people and
adults. On the ground loor, a space was
created especially for the elderly. Still on
this loor, there are a large cafeteria, a toy
library, a covered sports court, as well as
medical and dental facilities.

Archive GW

Bettina Lopez

o provide quality education for
children, adolescents, young
people and adults is one of the
Legion of Good Will’s missions. It meets
the second of the eight Millennium
Development Goals established by
the UN: Achieve Universal Primary
Education.
With this goal in mind, the LGW’s
Educational Institute of Montevideo,
Uruguay’s capital city, became the
reason of much joy for many people
assisted, who live in disadvantaged
communities.
With its wide, well-lit and well
ventilated rooms, the LGW’s model school
cares for children in an environment that
is ideal for the full development of the
students, since physical, motor, social and

Daniela González in
one of the cultural
presentations of the
LGW’s Educational
Institute in
Montevideo,
Uruguay. On the
right, Daniela in
a recent visit to
the Institute next
to students of the
Organization.
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“Thank God I found the
LGW’s Jesus Kindergarten
School. My entire life
would not be enough
to thank for all this
Solidarity.”
Sandra González
Mother of a former student
of the LGW’s school
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Daniela García González, former
student of the Institute, will be 18 in
July. In referring to her former school,
she smiles and her voice brightens up.
“I had great teachers who are still there
to this day. I’ve learned lots of things.
When I left, I missed it all very much.
Today I feel ready to continue my studies
and I am aware that I owe a great part of
this to the Legion of Good Will, thanks to
the support and conidence they always
offered me,” said the young girl, who got
a scholarship and now studies Graphic
Design.
Daniela’s mother, Sandra González,
afirms: “I brought up my three daughters
alone, and to do that I had to work all
day. I needed a place that could care
for my daughter who was three years
old at the time, since her sisters were
already in school. Thank God I found
the LGW’s Jesus Kindergarten School.
My entire life would not be enough to
thank for all this Solidarity, the good
principles, and the actions to help
families so that our children can grow
up with values, respecting others and
themselves as well. (...) My daughter
always remembers the LGW with fond
memories.”

The LGW of Uruguay, which has been in Montevideo for
26 years, maintains one of the Organization’s model schools,
inaugurated in 2007, where the Jesus Kindergarten School is
also located. There, 1,500 people are cared for. Among the
activities and programs that are developed, the LGW — Children:
The Future in the Present! and a doctor’s office, operating in
partnership with the country’s Ministry of Health, deserve to be
highlighted. For further information visit: www.lbv.org.uy.
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Active and so

Reproduction: Cida Linares

The Legion of Good Will has been receiving more and more
manifestations of support from female icons for the important
socio-educational actions it conducts in several parts of the
world to improve the quality of life of thousands of families
in situations of social vulnerability. These are women from
different nationalities and ethnics who stand out in the global
scenario for their efforts in favor of human beings. Below are
some acknowledgments and photos registering some of these
encounters and visits at which these personalities had the
opportunity to learn about the work of the LGW.

“Dear Mr. José de Paiva Netto, I entrust you with
my prayers for all people. May God’s blessings
be with all of you of the Legion of Good Will, and
may many get to know the Love of Jesus through
the World Parliament of Ecumenical Fraternity, of
the LGW, and keep alive the Good News of His
Love in the world, loving one another as He has
loved us. May God bless you.”

Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997)
Nobel Peace Prize (1979). Extract from a letter forwarded
to the LGW in 1994, on the occasion of the inauguration
of the World Parliament of Ecumenical Fraternity, in
Brasília/DF, Brazil.

54

GOOD WILL Women

lidary women
Adriana Rocha

“Love and comprehension are very important to make it
possible for the children to live happier and for them to
concentrate on things that truly represent an advance for
them. Once a child receives love, it is being encouraged,
learns to love and, in this way, creates conditions for an
atmosphere of Peace for all. The civil society organizations
are fundamental partners to achieve gender equality. For
this, I congratulate the LGW for acting directly in defense
of Women.”

Dr. Asha-Rose Migiro

UN Photo

Archive GW

Deputy Secretary-General of the UN (in the photo with Rosana Bertolin,
from the LGW), during the High-Level Segment of the UN Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC) in 2011.

During the event to celebrate International Peace
Day on September 21, 2007, in New York (USA), Mrs.
Ban Soon-taek, wife of UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon, met with the team from the Legion of Good
Will and left a cordial message for the Organization:
“Congratulations, LGW, for defending Love!”

Michelle Bachelet (on the right), Former President
of Chile and Executive Director of UN Women,
receives from the hands of Sâmara Malaman, from
the LGW, a copy of the GOOD WILL Women magazine
during the 55th session of the Commission on the
Status of Women, in 2011.
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“We can meditate here [Temple of Good Will]. It is very peaceful,
very nice, neat and clean. So I love this Temple to take some time
and worship.”

Krishna Tirath

Vivian R. Ferreira

Minister of Women and Child Development of India during a visit to the Temple of
Good Will, Brasília/DF, Brazil, in April 2010.

“Quality education is a republican right. It should not be the
privilege of a few. (...) This mobilization here and the Pedagogy of
Affection give me great happiness!”

Maria Luiza Martins Aléssio

Archive GW

Doctor Professor and Director of Educational Management Support for the Secretariat
of Basic Education of the Brazilian Ministry of Education (MEC) during a presentation
of the lecture “Public policies for Quality Basic Education” at the LGW’s 10th
International Education Congress, in 2011.

“The LGW has had a word and a presence of comfort now for years,
and that moves me. Right from the Legion [of Good Will]’s early
days, there was a talk about the ecumenical issue; this is something
Pope John XXIII had not yet defined as a concept within the Catholic
Church, for instance. And nowadays, it is fundamental for one to
respect the paths the world has to reach God, because He is only one.
I also wish to send a warm hug to Paiva netto, who is a very kind and
enterprising person (…). What really moves me about the Legion of
Good Will is all the social service it performs throughout Brazil. The
spiritual side is great, it’s wonderful, but if it isn’t backed by mercy and
help towards our neighbor in distress, Jesus will take no notice of our
souls. I am speaking not as a Legionnaire, but as a Human Being who
understands the word ‘fraternity’. Thank you very much!”

Fernanda Montenegro
Brazilian actress who won the Silver Bear for best actress at the Berlin
International Film Festival (1998) and was an Oscar nominee for best actress
(1999) for her role in the movie Central Station. Fernanda was also granted
the Commendation of the Order of Merit of Ecumenical Fraternity of the LGW’s
ParlaMundi, in the Art and Culture category, in 1997.
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Divulgation

Rosana Bertolin

UN Photo/Mark Garten

Broadway star Sarah Jones (on the left in the photo
with Maria Albuquerque from the LGW) was also present
at the UN Commission on the Status of Women. In a very
friendly manner, the actress congratulated the Legion of
Good Will for its written message addressed to the event.
Glad to know more about the LGW, she commented: “I
will learn Portuguese!”

Hillary Clinton receives
the GOOD WILL Women magazine
Following her official agenda in Brazil, U.S. Secretary
of State, hillary clinton, received a copy of the GOOD
WILL Women magazine on March 3, 2010, in the
capital city of São Paulo. The representative from
the United States leafed through the publication and
stopped at the article “The Millennium of Women”
by the LGW’s President José de Paiva Netto. In his
message, the journalist highlights the importance of
the female Soul in solving the problems of the world.
Mrs. Clinton spoke at the auditorium of the Zumbi
dos Palmares University, where she answered several
questions from university students and professors
who attended a meeting at this teaching center in São
Paulo to which the LGW was also invited.

JC Santos

Samara Malaman

Sâmara Malaman

Meryl Streep, one of the most talented and respected
North American actresses, was present in the event of
the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women,
in March, 2010, at the United States. On the occasion,
she received a copy of the GOOD WILL Women magazine.
Grateful, she demonstrated interest in reading the
document of the Organization, especially to learn more
about the recommendations on gender equality.

The U.S. Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton,
receives the publication from the hands of
the LGW’s representative at the event, Celso
de Oliveira. On the right, the Rector of the
Zumbi dos Palmares University, Mr. José
Vicente.
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In the center, Anna Mwasha, from
Tanzania, with Rosana Bertolin and Maria
Albuquerque, from the LGW.

“The LGW is doing a wonderful job, particularly
in making sure that children are getting quality
Education with values. Different values which
develop their brains and hearts. In the future,
these children will make the difference in society
and change it completely, making Peace dominate
everywhere. I was very much touched. In the more
developed countries, much is said about improving
the quality of Education, but I understand that
the Legion of Good Will fights mainly to mold the
children’s character with values like Love and
making them calm and aware. An Education founded
on these values can completely change a society,
make people live in Peace, and, in this way, improve
the whole world. (…) I would like the LGW to visit
us so that we can introduce this line of education
for the children of Tanzania. (…) this logo [LGW’s
logo, in the shape of a blue heart] means a lot. It
means love. It’s a global symbol. and if someone
has love, we know that Peace will be there; that
development will be there. It is for these small
things that you will be able to spiritually—and even
academically—share with others. so, with the few
resources that a person may have, if love is there,
it is possible to share and bring development to
many.”

Anna Mwasha
Director of the Poverty Eradication Division of the Ministry of
Planning, Economy and Empowerment of the United Republic of
Tanzania, during an interview given in July 2007.
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We believe there is a solution to solve
all the problems of the World:

Goodwill

Come and find out how this
proposal is put into practice across
the globe and how you can help.

Legion of Good Will
Visit our NYC headquarters to see
how this big idea comes to life in
the Big Apple!
BRAZIL Headquarters: Rua Sérgio Tomás, 740 •
Bom Retiro • São Paulo/SP • Brazil •
CEP 01131-010 • Tel.: (+5511) 3225-4500 •
www.lbv.org • www.boavontade.com

Download the QR
Code reader to your
smartphone, take a
photo of the code
and like the LGW
page on Facebook.

UNITED STATES 36 W 44th Street Mezzanine (between
5th and 6th Avenues) • Manhattan • New York • 10036 •
Tel.: (+1646) 398-7128 • www.legionofgoodwill.org •
www.facebook.com/legionofgoodwill

